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3 Ann Lowe was born in Alabama in 1898. She was the great-
granddaughter of a slave woman. Ann Lowe studied fashion design at 
the Taylor Design School in New York City and became a famous dress 
designer. She opened her dress salon where she made one-of-a-kind 
dresses. In 1953 she was hired to design the wedding dress for Future 
First Lady Jacqueline Bouvier when she married then-Senator John F. 
Kennedy who became president of the United States. A collection of 
her dresses is on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York and the National Museum of African American History and 
Culture in Washington, D.C. 

4 Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson are three 
mathematicians who worked for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration or NASA. They were known as human computers. 
Katherine Johnson was born in West Virginia in 1918, Dorothy 
Vaughan was born in 1910 in Missouri, and Mary Jackson was born in 
1921 in Virginia. NASA hired math wizards to do complex math 
equations for space flight. In 1962, Astronaut John Glenn was 
scheduled to fly in space, but he and the other astronauts did not 
trust computers. To be safe, he wanted the human computers to do 
the math calculations by hand and if the calculations made by the 
human computers matched the data from the computers only then 
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would he be willing to risk his life to fly into space. NASA chose 
Katherine Johnson to do the calculations. John Glenn had a successful 
space flight, becoming the first astronaut to orbit the earth. On 
November 24, 2015, Katherine Johnson was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama. 

5 Garrett Morgan, an American inventor, and son of two former slaves 
was born in Kentucky in 1877. While he went to school, he only 
attended until 6th grade when he dropped out of school to get a job. 
Garrett Morgan had a good analytical mind and was an expert at 
repairing things because of his curiosity to know how things worked. 
He became an inventor. In 1923, Garrett Morgan obtained a patent 
from the U.S. Patent Office for a three-position traffic signal. Before 
Garrett Morgan’s invention, the traffic signal only had a “stop” and 
“go” signal which led to many accidents. Garrett Morgan’s invention, 
adding a third light, the yellow “caution” light, provided better 
regulation of traffic.  

6 Jan Matzeliger was born in 1852. His father was of Dutch and German 
descent, and his mother was a slave. He was born in Dutch Guiana 
which is not known as Suriname. Suriname is in South America. At the 
age of 10, Jan Matzeliger demonstrated he was genius in all things 
mechanical, and by 1877 when he was 19 years old, he became 
interested in the shoe industry. One of the hardest things about 
making shoes was sewing the sole of the shoe to the upper part of the 
shoe which was called “lasting.” Shoe lasting was done by hand by 
skilled craftsmen, and an excellent shoe laster could produce about 50 
pairs of shoes in a 10-hour work day. Jan Matzeliger invented a shoe 
lasting machine and in 1883 received U.S. Patent #274,207 for a shoe 
lasting machine that could produce from 150 to 700 pairs of shoes in a 
day. The mass production of shoes cut the cost of shoes in half. 

10 Mary T. Washington Wylie was born in 1906, and she became the 
first African American woman in the United States to become a 
Certified Professional Accountant (CPA). In 1941 Mary T. Washington 
Wylie received a bachelor’s degree from Northwestern University, and 
she obtained her CPA license in 1943. During the 1940s no accounting 
firm would hire African Americans or females, so Ms. Wylie started 
her account firm in the basement of her home on Chicago’s Southside. 
That firm, Washington, Pittman, and McKeever, LLC, is now one of the 
largest African American CPA firms in the United States. In honor of 
the 75th anniversary of Mary T. Washington Wylie becoming a CPA, 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel declared September 30, 2018, Mary T. 
Washington Wylie Day throughout the city of Chicago. 
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11 Dr. Daniel Hale Williams born January 18, 1856, was an African 
American cardiologist and surgeon. Dr. Daniel Hale Williams 
graduated from medical school in 1883, and when he started 
practicing medicine, he was one of only four African American doctors 
in the entire city of Chicago. At that time, the American Medical 
Association did not open membership to African American doctors so 
Dr. Daniel Hale Williams co-founded the National Medical Association 
or the NMA. The NMA has more than 50,000 African American 
members today. Dr. Daniel Hale Williams founded Provident Hospital 
located on the south side of Chicago, and it was at Provident Hospital 
where Dr. Daniel Hale Williams performed the first successful open-
heart surgery on the human heart. 

12 Mary Mahoney, a nurse, women’s rights activist and civil rights 
activist, was born in 1845 in Boston, Massachusetts. In 1879, she 
became the first African American woman to earn a professional 
nursing license after completing her training at the New England 
Hospital for Women and Children. Forty women started the program 
but only four graduated and Mary Mahoney was the only African 
American to graduate. In 1908 she co-founded the National 
Association of Colored Graduate Nurses (NACGN). She was inducted 
into the Nursing Hall of Fame and the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 
Mary Mahoney is also noted for being one of the first women to 
register to vote in Boston after women were given the right to vote 
with the passage of the 19th amendment in 1920. 

13 Linwood D. Smith was born in 1943 in Lumberton, NC but he grew up 
in Washington, D.C. He graduated from Gallaudet University, a liberal 
arts school for the deaf located in Washington, D.C. and he also 
studied at Howard University. Mr. Smith earned a master’s degree in 
educational administration at California State University, and he 
dedicated his life advocating for the rights of the deaf. He co-wrote a 
book, Black and Deaf in America: Are We That Different. He was a 
humanitarian, educator, and community activist. The National Black 
Deaf Advocates Association, a national organization for Black Deaf 
Americans, award a Linwood Smith Humanitarian Award every year. 

14 Dr. Glenn Anderson who grew up on the south side of Chicago 
became deaf at the age of 7. He attended college at Northern Illinois 
University where he was the only deaf student in a student population 
of 12,000 students. There was no sign language interpreter on the 
campus. One of the professors with permission from Gallaudet 
University in Washington, D.C. administered the Gallaudet University 
admissions exam, and Glenn Anderson transferred to Gallaudet the 
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next semester. Dr. Glenn Anderson was the first African American to 
earn a Ph.D. degree in the United States. He earned his doctorate 
from Gallaudet University, the only barrier-free university for the deaf 
and hard-of-hearing in the world. 

18 Dr. Charles Drew was born in 1904 in Washington, D.C. He was 
awarded an athletic scholarship to Amherst College in 1922 where he 
was one of 13 African Americans on campus with a student population 
of 600 students. Dr. Charles Drew credits his biology professor with 
sparking his interest in medicine. He attended the McGill University 
Faculty of Medicine in Montreal, Canada because of its reputation for 
treating minority students fairly. Dr. Drew graduated with a Doctor of 
Medicine degree and a Master of Surgery degree in 1933, graduating 
second in a class of 127 students. Dr. Drew felt one of the most 
challenging medical problems was how to store blood because blood 
becomes useless once it is removed from the body. Dr. Drew’s 
research on how to store blood was his dissertation, Banked Blood, 
and he earned a Doctor of Science degree in June 1940. Dr. Drew’s 
development of techniques to store blood saved many lives during 
World War II. 

19 Matthew Henson, an American explorer, was born Maryland in 1866. 
He only attended school until he was 12 years old when he dropped 
out of school to get a job. His job as a cabin boy on a merchant ship 
took him to China, Japan, Africa, and Russia. In 1887 Henson met 
Commander Robert Peary, and he became a member of a team of 
explorers led by Robert Peary. Matthew Henson is recognized as an 
explorer and first person to reach the North Pole, planting the United 
States flag on April 6, 1909. Unfortunately, in 1989 a researcher wrote 
Henson was 60 miles short of the North Pole. Matthew Henson is the 
great-great uncle of movie star, Taraji P. Henson. 

20 Dr. Mae C. Jemison, a NASA astronaut, was born in 1956 in Alabama 
but she was raised and attended school in Chicago graduating from 
Morgan Park High School. Mae Jemison earned an undergraduate 
degree in chemical engineering and African-American studies from 
Stanford University in 1977 and a doctorate in medicine from Cornell 
University in 1981. While serving in the Peace Corp from 1985 – 1987, 
Dr. Mae Jemison was selected for astronaut training which she 
completed in 1988. In 1992, Dr. Mae Jemison launched into space on 
the space shuttle Endeavour becoming the first African American 
woman to soar through space. 

21 Loretta Lynch was born in North Carolina in 1959, the child of a school 
librarian mother and a Baptist minister father. Loretta Lynch earned 



Source: Biography.com; Historymakers.com; Blackpast.org; NBDA.org; Britannica.com; 
cpapracticeadvisor.com; accountingtoday.com; jacksonvilleu.com; black-inventor.com; Gallaudet.edu; 
profiles.nlm.nih.gov; nationalgeographic.com; jsc.nasa.gov; starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov; cjjones.com; 
liblists.wrlc.org 
 

an undergraduate degree from Harvard College and a JD degree from 
Harvard Law School. An attorney, Loretta Lynch, appointed by 
President Barack Obama, became the first African American female 
Attorney General of the United States, the top attorney in America. 

24 Lauren Ridloff, former Miss Deaf America, Tony-nominated actor for 
her performance in Children of a Lesser God on Broadway, and start of 
the megahit TV show, The Walking Dead. Born in Chicago, Lauren 
Ridloff is a graduate of Children of Peace School. She graduated from 
California State University with a degree in English and Creative 
Writing and did post-graduate work at Hunter College in New York. In 
addition to her Tony nomination as Best Actress in a play, Ms. Ridloff 
was also nominated for the Drama League Award and the Outer Critics 
Circle Award. She will be visiting Children of Peace School on February 
22, 2019. 

25 C.J. Jones, the son of deaf parents, is a deaf actor and comedian. He 
was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1950, one of seven hearing children. 
C.J. Jones lost his hearing at the age of seven when he became ill with 
spinal meningitis. He attended the Missouri School for the Deaf where 
he was class president, a cub scout, a varsity football quarterback, and 
a pole vault record holder. He graduated from the National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf in Rochester, New York. He has starred in 
documentaries and movies, and he has starred on several TV shows 
including A Different World, Cold Case, Frasier, Lincoln Heights, and 
Castle Rock. He has performed on four continents as well as the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 

26 Thurgood Marshall was born in 1908 in Baltimore, Maryland. He is 
distinguished as the first African American judge on the United States 
Supreme Court, appointed by President Lyndon B. Johnson. An 
excellent student and debater, Thurgood Marshall, graduated from 
Frederick Douglass High School I Baltimore. He attended college at 
Lincoln University, a historically Black university located in 
Pennsylvania, where he graduated with honors. He graduated first in 
his class from the Howard University School of Law. Before his 
appointed to the Supreme Court, Thurgood Marshall served as the 
chief counsel at the NAACP where he argued the Brown versus the 
Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, which led to the desegregation 
of public schools in the United States. 

27 Dr. Guion Bluford, U.S. Air Force Colonel, and pilot, aerospace 
engineer, and astronaut was the first African American in space on 
August 30, 1983, aboard the Challenger. Born in 1942 in Pennsylvania, 
Dr. Bluford attended Penn State University, graduating in 1964, and he 
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earned a Ph.D. degree in 1978 from the Air Force Institute of 
Technology. Dr. Bluford became an astronaut in 1979 and participated 
in four space shuttle flights, spending almost 700 hours in outer space. 

28 Roger D. O’Kelly, born in 1880 in North Carolina, became deaf at the 
age of nine from Scarlet fever and he was blind in one eye. Despite 
many challenges, he became the first deaf African American lawyer in 
the United States and the second deaf person to graduate from Yale 
University. Roger D. O’Kelly attended the North Carolina School for 
Colored Deaf and Blind, but because he was African American, he was 
denied admission to Gallaudet University. He earned his 
undergraduate degree from Shaw University, and he earned his 
Bachelor of Laws degree from Yale University. He started his law 
practice in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 


